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confined, as is often supposed, to juveniles, but may be applied to
persons of any age by any court. The period of probation may be
from sis months to three years, varying with the age of the offender
and the seriousness of the offence. In few cases is it as short as six
months, a period which is clearly inadequate to produce any remedial
effect. At the beginning of 1937 there were 79 males and 31 females
of all ages under the probation officers in Oxfordshire, and zi males
and i'female in Abingdon.
The counties of Oxfordshire and Berkshire, including their
boroughs (with the exception of Reading), were each constituted
combined probation areas in 1926. Each petty sessional division has
a probation committee of justices, and representatives of these com-
mittees form the probation committee for the combined area, which
appoints probation officers for the area with the confirmation of the
Home Office. Probation committees in the various petty sessional
divisions meet to receive reports from the probation officers and to
give them their advice. The Oxford City committee meets monthly,
that in Bampton East annually, and others in the Survey Area meet
quarterly. The combined area committees are responsible Tor seeing
that the service provided is adequate for the needs of the community.
The Oxford committee receives an annual report from the proba-
tion officers and discusses all difficult cases with them personally;
the Berkshire committee receives a statistical report from each of the
local committees. Each committee elects its own chairman and the
Oxfordshire committee is peculiarly fortunate in having a chairman
who, after much experience as a High Court judge, is now one of the
Lords of Appeal as well as chairman of the Oxfordshire quarter
sessions. He is a keen supporter of the probation system and his
views and presence on the committee have a valuable influence on
the attitude of the Oxfordshire benches towards it. The chairman
for the Berkshire committee for the combined area is a king's counsel.
In Oxfordshire the probation service has been centralized in one
full-time male officer and one part-time female officer. One-third of
the salary of the male officer (£370) is paid by the combined area,
one-third by the Home Office, and one-third by the Police Court
Mission and Oxfordshire Discharged Prisoners' Aid Society jointly.1
Of the salary of the female officer (£100) half is paid by the combined
area and half by the Home Office. In the Berkshire combined area
1 The recent report of a Home Office Departmental Committee on Probation may
produce certain changes in area organization. In conformity with the committee's
recommendations the voluntary bodies who contribute to the salary of the male officer
in Oxford have given notice to terminate the arrangement.

